Here are some book recommendations, based on APUSH period. The list is made for the high school reader in
mind. If you have other suggestions, feel free to let me know!
Title
1491: New
Revelations of
the Americas
Before
Columbus
New Worlds for
All: Indians,
Europeans, and
the Remaking of
Early America
(The American
Moment)

Author

Period 1: 1491-1607
Description

AP/Regents
Connection

Charles C.
Mann

Non Fiction, 541 pages (This is a VERY long read)
In this groundbreaking work of science, history, and archaeology,
Charles C. Mann radically alters our understanding of the Americas
before the arrival of Columbus in 1492.

AP

Colin G.
Calloway

Non Fiction, 264 pages
In New Worlds for All, Colin G. Calloway explores the unique and
vibrant new cultures that Indians and Europeans forged together
in early America. The journey toward this hybrid society kept
Europeans' and Indians' lives tightly entwined: living, working,
worshiping, traveling, and trading together―as well as fearing,
avoiding, despising, and killing one another.

AP

Period 2: 1607-1754
The Scarlet
Letter

Nathanial
Hawthorne

The Wordy
Shipmates

Sarah Vowell

The Crucible

Arthur Miller

The Wished for
Country

Wayne Karlin

Classic Fiction, 148 pages
Set in 17th-century Puritan Boston, Massachusetts, during the
years 1642 to 1649, it tells the story of Hester Prynne, who
conceives a daughter through an affair and struggles to create a
new life of repentance and dignity. Throughout the book,
Hawthorne explores themes of legalism, sin, and guilt. (Wikipedia)
Non Fiction, 273 pages
To this day, America views itself as a Puritan nation, but Vowell
investigates what that means? and what it should mean. What was
this great political enterprise all about? Who were these people
who are considered the philosophical, spiritual, and moral
ancestors of our nation? What Vowell discovers is something far
different from what their uptight shoe-buckles-and- corn
reputation might suggest. The people she finds are highly literate,
deeply principled, and surprisingly feisty. Their story is filled with
pamphlet feuds, witty courtroom dramas, and bloody vengeance.
Classic Fiction, 143 pages
Based on historical people and real events, Arthur Miller's play
uses the destructive power of socially sanctioned violence
unleashed by the rumors of witchcraft as a powerful parable about
McCarthyism.
Fiction, 340 pages *Contains mature material
The novel focuses on the entwined stories of James Hallam, a
carpenter and indentured servant; Ezekiel, an African slave
brought to Maryland from Barbados; and Tawzin, a Piscataway
Indian, kidnapped to England when a child, and now back in
America. While Hallam goes on to become a soldier and a player in
the politics of the Maryland colony, Ezekiel and Tawzin become the
center of an outcast group of blacks, whites, and Indians, who find
themselves striving to reinvent themselves and their world. The
stories of these three men, the women who love them, and the
community they form, bring to vivid life the experiences of those
who came to America pulled by a dream of what could be shaped
from an emptiness that embodied promise, of those who were
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Last of the
Mohicans

James
Fenimore
Cooper

The Interesting
Life of Olaudah
Equiano

Olaudah
Equiano

Chains

Laurie Halse
Anderson

Founding
Mothers

Cokie
Roberts

Lafayette in the
Somewhat
United States

Sarah Vowell

unwillingly brought to be the instruments of that dream, and of
those who saw the shape of their world forever changed by the
coming of the Europeans.
Classic Fiction, 432 pages
Deep in the forests of upper New York State, the brave woodsman
Hawkeye (Natty Bumppo) and his loyal Mohican friends
Chingachgook and Uncas become embroiled in the bloody battles
of the French and Indian War. The abduction of the beautiful
Munro sisters by hostile savages, the treachery of the renegade
brave Magua, the ambush of innocent settlers, and the thrilling
events that lead to the final tragic confrontation between rival war
parties create an unforgettable, spine-tingling picture of life on the
frontier.

AP, Very
little Regents

Period 3: 1754-1800
Non Fiction, 202 pages
Born in Nigeria in 1745, Olaudah Equiano was a well-known African
abolitionist. Equiano was shipped to the West Indies as a childslave, and then to England where he was purchased by Lieutenant
Michael Pascal and trained as a seaman before serving in The
Seven Years War. At the conclusion of hostilities, Pascal did not
free Equiano as promised, but instead sold him to Captain James
Doran who then sold Equiano to James King, a merchant from
Philadelphia. In 1765, King let Equiano purchase his freedom for
forty pounds, and helped him earn money in his stead as a
merchant. Now a free man, Equiano returned to London where he
made significant contributions to the abolitionist movement, and
published his autobiography, The Interesting Narrative of the Life
of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African, which
influenced the Slave Trade Act of 1807.
Fiction (1st book in trilogy), 316 pages
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages
her own fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of
their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate
become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the
Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American Revolution and
even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave
with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners,
who know details of British plans for invasion.
Non Fiction, 384 pages
While much has been written about the men who signed the
Declaration of Independence, battled the British, and framed the
Constitution, the wives, mothers, sisters and daughters they left
behind have been little noticed by history. #1 New York
Times bestselling author Cokie Roberts brings us women who
fought the Revolution as valiantly as the men, often defending
their very doorsteps.
Non Fiction, 282 pages
Chronicling General Lafayette’s years in Washington’s army,
Vowell reflects on the ideals of the American Revolution versus the
reality of the Revolutionary War. Riding shotgun with Lafayette,
Vowell swerves from the high-minded debates of Independence
Hall to the frozen wasteland of Valley Forge, from bloody
battlefields to the Palace of Versailles, bumping into John Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, Lord Cornwallis, Benjamin Franklin, Marie
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1776

David
McCullough

Revolutionary
Summer

Joseph J. Ellis

Founding
Brothers: The
Revolutionary
Generation

Joseph J. Ellis

Antoinette and various kings, Quakers and redcoats along the
way.
Non Fiction, 386 pages
America’s beloved and distinguished historian presents, in a book
of breathtaking excitement, drama, and narrative force, the
stirring story of the year of our nation’s birth, 1776, interweaving,
on both sides of the Atlantic, the actions and decisions that led
Great Britain to undertake a war against her rebellious colonial
subjects and that placed America’s survival in the hands of George
Washington.
Non Fiction, 288 pages
The summer months of 1776 witnessed the most consequential
events in the story of our country’s founding. While the thirteen
colonies came together and agreed to secede from the British
Empire, the British were dispatching the largest armada ever to
cross the Atlantic to crush the rebellion in the cradle. The
Continental Congress and the Continental Army were forced to
make decisions on the run, improvising as history congealed
around them.
In a brilliant and seamless narrative, Ellis meticulously examines
the most influential figures in this propitious moment, including
George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and Britain’s Admiral Lord Richard and General William
Howe.
Non Fiction, 304 pages
In this landmark work of history, the National Book Award—
winning author of American Sphinx explores how a group of greatly
gifted but deeply flawed individuals–Hamilton, Burr, Jefferson,
Franklin, Washington, Adams, and Madison–confronted the
overwhelming challenges before them to set the course for our
nation.
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Period 4: 1800-1848
Undaunted
Courage

Stephen E.
Ambrose

American Lion

Jon
Meacham

Non Fiction, 521 pages (This is a VERY long read)
The definitive book on Lewis and Clark’s exploration of the
Louisiana Purchase, the most momentous expedition in American
history and one of the great adventure stories of all time.
In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson selected his personal
secretary, Captain Meriwether Lewis, to lead a voyage up the
Missouri River to the Rockies, over the mountains, down the
Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean, and back. Lewis and his
partner, Captain William Clark, made the first map of the transMississippi West, provided invaluable scientific data on the flora
and fauna of the Louisiana Purchase territory, and established the
American claim to Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.
High adventure, high politics, suspense, drama, and diplomacy
combine with high romance and personal tragedy to make this
outstanding work of scholarship as readable as a novel.
Non Fiction, 483 pages
Andrew Jackson, his intimate circle of friends, and his tumultuous
times are at the heart of this remarkable book about the man who
rose from nothing to create the modern presidency. Beloved and
hated, venerated and reviled, Andrew Jackson was an orphan who
fought his way to the pinnacle of power, bending the nation to his
will in the cause of democracy. Jackson’s election in 1828 ushered
in a new and lasting era in which the people, not distant elites,
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Pudd'nhead
Wilson

Mark Twain

Adventures of
Mark Twain
Huckleberry Finn

Moby Dick

Herman
Melville

Walden

Henry David
Thoreau

Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and
Susan B.

Penny
Colman

were the guiding force in American politics. Democracy made its
stand in the Jackson years, and he gave voice to the hopes and the
fears of a restless, changing nation facing challenging times at
home and threats abroad. To tell the saga of Jackson’s presidency,
acclaimed author Jon Meacham goes inside the Jackson White
House. Drawing on newly discovered family letters and papers, he
details the human drama–the family, the women, and the inner
circle of advisers–that shaped Jackson’s private world through
years of storm and victory.
Classic Fiction, 128 pages
Switched at birth by a young slave woman attempting to protect
her son from the horrors of slavery, a light-skinned infant changes
places with the master's white son. This simple premise is the basis
of Pudd'nhead Wilson, a compelling drama that contains all the
elements of a classic 19th-century mystery: reversed identities, a
ghastly crime, an eccentric detective, and a tense courtroom
scene.
Classic Fiction, 224 pages
The novel's preeminence derives from its wonderfully imaginative
re-creation of boyhood adventures along the mighty Mississippi
River, its inspired characterization, the author's remarkable ear for
dialogue, and the book's understated development of serious
underlying themes: "natural" man versus "civilized" society, the
evils of slavery, the innate value and dignity of human beings, the
stultifying effects of convention, and other topics. But most of all,
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a wonderful story ― filled with
high adventure and unforgettable characters (including the great
river itself) ― that no one who has read it will ever forget.
Classic Fiction, 544 pages (This is a VERY long read)
Moby-Dick is the story of Captain Ahab's quest to avenge the
whale that 'reaped' his leg. The quest is an obsession and the novel
is a diabolical study of how a man becomes a fanatic. But it is also
a hymn to democracy. Bent as the crew is on Ahab s appalling
crusade, it is equally the image of a co-operative community at
work: all hands dependent on all hands, each individual
responsible for the security of each. Among the crew is Ishmael,
the novel's narrator, ordinary sailor, and extraordinary reader.
Digressive, allusive, vulgar, transcendent, the story Ishmael tells is
above all an education: in the practice of whaling, in the art of
writing.
Classic Non Fiction, 240 pages (Abridged)
*If you can handle it, go for Walden and Other Writings. It’s a
lot longer (848 pages) but it’s 8 books in one with writings on
Civil Disobedience, Slavery in Massachusetts, and John Brown
(seriously, look this guy up).
In July 1845, Henry David Thoreau built a small cottage in the
woods near Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts. During the
two years and two months he spent there, he began to
write Walden, a chronicle of his communion with nature that
became one of the most influential and compelling books in
American literature. As the favorite book of generations of
readers, Walden has become part of the American landscape.
Non Fiction, 304 pages
In the Spring of 1851 two women met on a street corner in Seneca
Falls, New York―Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a thirty-five year old
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Anthony: A
Friendship That
Changed the
World

One Glorious
Ambition: The
Compassionate
Crusade of
Dorothea Dix, a
Novel
A Wicked War

Jane
Kirkpatrick

mother of four boys, and Susan B. Anthony, a thirty-one year old,
unmarried, former school teacher. Immediately drawn to each
other, they formed an everlasting and legendary friendship.
Together they challenged entrenched beliefs, customs, and laws
that oppressed women and spearheaded the fight to gain legal
rights, including the right to vote despite fierce opposition,
daunting conditions, scandalous entanglements and betrayal by
their friends and allies.
Fiction, 400 pages
In bringing nineteenth-century, historical reformer Dorothea Dix to
life, author Jane Kirkpatrick combines historical accuracy with the
gripping narrative of a woman who recognized suffering when
others turned away, and the call she heeded to change the world.

Amy S.
Greenburg

Non Fiction, 368 pages
This definitive history of the 1846 conflict paints an intimate
portrait of the major players and their world. It is a story of Indian
fights, Manifest Destiny, secret military maneuvers, gunshot
wounds, and political spin. Along the way it captures a young
Lincoln mismatching his clothes, the lasting influence of the
Founding Fathers, the birth of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, and America’s first national antiwar movement. A key
chapter in the creation of the United States, it is the story of a
burgeoning nation and an unforgettable conflict that has shaped
American history.

Twelve Years a
Slave

Solomon
Northup

A Narrative of
the Life of
Frederick
Douglass

Frederick
Douglass

Uncle Tom’s
Cabin

Harriet
Beecher
Stowe

Classic Non Fiction, 248 pages
This is the true story of Solomon Northup, who was born and
raised as a freeman in New York. He lived the American dream,
with a house and a loving family - a wife and two kids. Then one
day he was drugged, kidnapped, and sold into slavery in the deep
south. These are the true accounts of his twelve hard years as a
slave - many believe this memoir is even more graphic and
disturbing than the film. His extraordinary journey proves the
resiliency of hope and the human spirit despite the most grueling
and formidable of circumstances.
Classic Non Fiction, 96 pages
In this, the first and most frequently read of his three
autobiographies, Douglass provides graphic descriptions of his
childhood and horrifying experiences as a slave as well as a
harrowing record of his dramatic escape to the North and eventual
freedom.
Classic Fiction, 384 pages
Selling more than 300,000 copies the first year it was published,
Stowe's powerful abolitionist novel fueled the fire of the human
rights debate in 1852. Denouncing the institution of slavery in
dramatic terms, the incendiary novel quickly draws the reader into
the world of slaves and their masters.
Stowe's characters are powerfully and humanly realized in Uncle
Tom, a majestic and heroic slave whose faith and dignity are never
corrupted; Eliza and her husband, George, who elude slave
catchers and eventually flee a country that condones slavery;
Simon Legree, a brutal plantation owner; Little Eva, who suffers
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Incidents in the
Life of a Slave
Girl

Harriet
Jacobs

The Price of a
Child

Lorene Carey

The Good Lord
Bird

James
McBride

emotionally and physically from the suffering of slaves; and funloving Topsy, Eva's slave playmate.
Classic Non Fiction, 176 pages
This autobiographical account chronicles the remarkable odyssey
of Harriet Jacobs (1813–1897) whose dauntless spirit and faith
carried her from a life of servitude and degradation in North
Carolina to liberty and reunion with her children in the North.
Written and published in 1861 after Jacobs' harrowing escape from
a vile and predatory master, the memoir delivers a powerful and
unflinching portrayal of the abuses and hypocrisy of the masterslave relationship. Jacobs writes frankly of the horrors she suffered
as a slave, her eventual escape after several unsuccessful
attempts, and her seven years in self-imposed exile, hiding in a
coffin-like "garret" attached to her grandmother's porch.
A rare firsthand account of a courageous woman's determination
and endurance, this inspirational story also represents a valuable
historical record of the continuing battle for freedom and the
preservation of family.
Fiction, 336 pages
Set during the antebellum period, Carey's first novel tells of a
woman who escapes from slavery only to be haunted by the
memory of the baby she had to leave behind.
Fiction, 480 pages
Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the Kansas Territory in
1857, when the region is a battleground between anti- and proslavery forces. When John Brown, the legendary abolitionist,
arrives in the area, an argument between Brown and Henry’s
master quickly turns violent. Henry is forced to leave town—with
Brown, who believes he’s a girl.
Over the ensuing months, Henry—whom Brown nicknames Little
Onion—conceals his true identity as he struggles to stay alive.
Eventually Little Onion finds himself with Brown at the historic raid
on Harpers Ferry in 1859—one of the great catalysts for the Civil
War.
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Period 6: 1865-1898
Moon of Bitter
Cold

Frederick J.
Chiaventone

Burry My Heart
at Wounded
Knee

Dee Brown

Fiction, 449 pages
Frontier novelist Chiaventone turns his attention to a largely
overlooked conflict between the U.S. Army and the Plains Indians.
Fought between 1866 and 1868, Red Cloud's War was precipitated
by the construction of three military forts along the Bozeman Trail
in the Wyoming Territory. Though abrasive and controversial, Red
Cloud, a Lakota chief, manages to forge an unlikely alliance among
the Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Crow nations. Banding
together under the leadership of Red Cloud, the tribes handed the
U.S. Army a stunning defeat at Fort Phil Kearney. Dubbed the
Fetterman Massacre after the foolish captain who fell into Red
Cloud's trap, leading his men to certain slaughter, this initial battle
ushered in one of the bloodiest eras in the annals of westward
expansion.
Non Fiction, 512 pages (This is a VERY long read)
Using council records, autobiographies, and firsthand descriptions,
Brown allows great chiefs and warriors of the Dakota, Ute, Sioux,
Cheyenne, and other tribes to tell us in their own words of the
series of battles, massacres, and broken treaties that finally left
them and their people demoralized and decimated. A unique and
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Devil in a White
City

Erik Larson

The Tycoons

Charles R.
Morris

1876

Gore Vidal

In Sunlight, A
Kathleen
Beautiful Garden Cambor

How the Other
Half Lives

Jacob Riis

disturbing narrative told with force and clarity, Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee changed forever our vision of how the West was
won, and lost. It tells a story that should not be forgotten, and so
must be retold from time to time.
Non Fiction, 447 pages
Larson tells the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the
architect responsible for the fair's construction, and H.H. Holmes, a
serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor. Burnham's
challenge was immense. In a short period of time, he was forced to
overcome the death of his partner and numerous other obstacles
to construct the famous "White City" around which the fair was
built. His efforts to complete the project, and the fair's incredible
success, are skillfully related along with entertaining appearances
by such notables as Buffalo Bill Cody, Susan B. Anthony, and
Thomas Edison.
Non Fiction, 400 pages
The modern American economy was the creation of four men:
Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, Jay Gould, and J. P. Morgan.
They were the giants of the Gilded Age, a moment of riotous
growth that established America as the richest, most inventive,
and most productive country on the planet.
Fiction, 384 pages
The centennial of the United States was celebrated with great
fanfare--fireworks, exhibitions, pious calls to patriotism, and
perhaps the most underhanded political machination in the
country's history: the theft of the presidency from Samuel Tilden in
favor of Rutherford B. Hayes. This was the Gilded Age, when
robber barons held the purse strings of the nation, and the party in
power was determined to stay in power. Gore Vidal's 1876 gives us
the news of the day through the eyes of Charlie Schuyler, who has
returned from exile to regain a lost fortune and arrange a marriage
into New York society for his widowed daughter. And although
Tammany Hall has faltered and Boss Tweed has fled, the effects of
corruption reach deep, even into Schuyler's own family.
Fiction, 272 pages
The story of a bittersweet romance set against the backdrop of the
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, flood -- a tragedy that cost some 2,200
lives when the South Fork Dam burst on Memorial Day weekend,
1889. The dam was the site of a gentlemen's club that attracted
some of the wealthiest industrialists of the day -- Henry Clay Frick,
Andrew Mellon, and Andrew Carnegie -- and served as a
summertime idyll for the families of the rich. In Sunlight, in a
Beautiful Garden imagines the lives that were lived, lost, and
irreparably changed by a tragedy that could have been averted.
Non Fiction, 242 Pages
"How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New
York" explained not only the living conditions in New York slums,
but also in the sweatshops in some tenements which paid workers
only a few cents a day. The book explains the plight of working
children; they would work in factories and at other jobs. Some
children became garment workers and newsies (newsboys). The
effect was the tearing down of New York's worst tenements,
sweatshops, and the reform of the city's schools. The book led to a
decade of improvements in Lower East Side conditions, with
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The War Lovers

Evan Thomas

A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn

Betty Smith

Up from Slavery

Booker T.
Washington

The Souls of
Black Folk

WEB DuBois

The Shame of
the Cities

Lincoln
Steffens

sewers, garbage collection, and indoor plumbing all following soon
after, thanks to public reaction.
Non Fiction, 496 pages
On February 15, 1898, the USS Maine exploded in Havana Harbor.
The sinking of the Maine was just the provocation Assistant
Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt was looking for. Along
with his friend Senator Henry Cabot Lodge and his rival, newspaper
publisher William Randolph Hearst, Roosevelt began stirring the
public's desire for war against Spain. Roosevelt was soon charging
up San Juan Hill in Cuba with his Rough Riders in a tragi-comic
campaign that marked America's emergence as an empire abroad.
Through the perspective of five larger-than-life characters--war
lovers Roosevelt, Lodge, Hearst, and two prominent doves, House
Speaker Thomas Reed and philosopher William James--Evan
Thomas portrays a pivotal chapter in American history.
An intriguing examination of the pull that war has on men, THE
WAR LOVERS is moving saga of courage, ambition, and broken
friendships with a provocative relevance to today.
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Period 7: 1898-1945
Modern Classic Fiction, 528 pages
Francie Nolan, avid reader, penny-candy connoisseur, and adroit
observer of human nature, has much to ponder in colorful, turn-ofthe-century Brooklyn. She grows up with a sweet, tragic father, a
severely realistic mother, and an aunt who gives her love too
freely--to men, and to a brother who will always be the favored
child. Francie learns early the meaning of hunger and the value of a
penny. She is her father's child--romantic and hungry for beauty.
But she is her mother's child, too--deeply practical and in constant
need of truth. Like the Tree of Heaven that grows out of cement or
through cellar gratings, resourceful Francie struggles against all
odds to survive and thrive.
Classic Non Fiction, 176 pages
Born in a Virginia slave hut, Booker T. Washington (1856-1915)
rose to become the most influential spokesman for AfricanAmericans of his day. In this eloquently written book, he describes
events in a remarkable life that began in bondage and culminated
in worldwide recognition for his many accomplishments. In simply
written yet stirring passages, he tells of his impoverished childhood
and youth, the unrelenting struggle for an education, early
teaching assignments, his selection in 1881 to head Tuskegee
Institute, and more.
Classic Non Fiction, 176 pages
This landmark book is a founding work in the literature of black
protest. W. E. B. Du Bois (1868–1963) played a key role in
developing the strategy and program that dominated early 20thcentury black protest in America. In this collection of essays, first
published together in 1903, he eloquently affirms that it is beneath
the dignity of a human being to beg for those rights that belong
inherently to all mankind. He also charges that the strategy of
accommodation to white supremacy advanced by Booker T.
Washington, then the most influential black leader in America,
would only serve to perpetuate black oppression.
Classic Non Fiction, 314 pages (May be difficult to find)
Published in 1904, it is a collection of articles which Steffens had
written for McClure’s Magazine. It reports on the workings of
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The Jungle

Upton
Sinclair

The History of
Standard Oil

Ida Tarbell

The Octopus

Frank Norris

Imperial Cruise

James
Bradley

1912

James Chace

corrupt political machines in several major U.S. cities, along with a
few efforts to combat them. It is considered one of several early
major pieces of muckraking journalism, though Steffens later
claimed that this work made him "the first muckraker." (Wikipedia)
Classic Fiction, 250 pages
Sinclair wrote the novel to portray the lives of immigrants in the
United States in Chicago and similar industrialized cities. Many
readers were most concerned with his exposure of health
violations and unsanitary practices in the American meatpacking
industry during the early 20th century, based on an investigation
he did for a socialist newspaper. The book depicts working class
poverty, the lack of social supports, harsh and unpleasant living
and working conditions, and a hopelessness among many workers.
Classic Non Fiction, 486 pages
Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the corruption and greed of
John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made
Rockefeller one of the richest men in history. Tarbell's work was so
influential that it helped shape perception of robber barons and
helped bring about regulations during the progressive years at the
beginning of the 20th century.
Classic Fiction, 404 Pages
1901 novel by Frank Norris and was meant to be the first part of an
uncompleted trilogy, The Epic of the Wheat. It describes the wheat
industry in California, and the conflicts between wheat growers
and a railway company. Norris was inspired to write the novel by
the Central Pacific Railroad and the Mussel Slough Tragedy. In the
novel he depicts the tensions between the railroad, the ranchers
and the ranchers' League. The book emphasized the control of
"forces"—such as the power of railroad monopolies—over
individuals. (Wikipedia)
Non Fiction, 400 pages
In 1905 President Teddy Roosevelt dispatched Secretary of War
William Taft, his daughter Alice, and a gaggle of congressmen on a
mission to Japan, the Philippines, China, and Korea with the intent
of forging an agreement to divide up Asia. This clandestine pact lit
the fuse that would-decades later-result in a number of
devastating wars: WWII, the Korean War, and the communist
revolution in China.
Non Fiction, 336 pages
When Roosevelt failed to defeat his chosen successor, William
Howard Taft, for the Republican nomination, he ran as a radical
reformer on the Bull Moose ticket. Meanwhile, Woodrow Wilson,
the ex-president of Princeton, astonished everyone by seizing the
Democratic nomination from the bosses who had made him New
Jersey’s governor. Most revealing of the reformist spirit sweeping
the land was the charismatic socialist Eugene Debs, who polled an
unprecedented one million votes.
Wilson’s “accidental” election had lasting impact on America and
the world. The broken friendship between Taft and TR inflicted
wounds on the Republican Party that have never healed, and the
party passed into the hands of a conservative ascendancy that
reached its fullness under Reagan and George W. Bush. Wilson’s
victory imbued the Democratic Party with a progressive idealism
later incarnated in FDR, Truman, and LBJ.
1912 changed America.
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Not Without
Laughter

Langston
Hughes

A Farewell to
Arms

Ernest
Hemingway

The Burning

Tim Madigan

Ragtime

E.L.
Doctorow

The Sound and
the Fury

William
Faulkner

The Grapes of
Wrath

John
Steinbeck

Classic Fiction, 224 pages
This stirring coming-of-age tale unfolds in 1930s rural Kansas. A
poignant portrait of African-American family life in the early
twentieth century, it follows the story of young Sandy Rogers as he
grows from a boy to a man. A fascinating chronicle of a family's
joys and hardships, Not Without Laughter is a vivid exploration of
growing up and growing strong in a racially divided society. A rich
and important work, it masterfully echoes the black American
experience.
Classic Fiction, 352 pages
The unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the
Italian front and his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set
against the looming horrors of the battlefield—weary, demoralized
men marching in the rain during the German attack on Caporetto;
the profound struggle between loyalty and desertion—this
gripping, semiautobiographical work captures the harsh realities of
war and the pain of lovers caught in its inexorable sweep.
Non Fiction, 336 pages
On the morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob numbering in the
thousands marched across the railroad tracks dividing black from
white in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and obliterated a black community then
celebrated as one of America's most prosperous. 34 square blocks
of Tulsa's Greenwood community, known then as the Negro Wall
Street of America, were reduced to smoldering rubble.
Fiction, 336 pages
The story opens in 1906 in New Rochelle, New York, at the home
of an affluent American family. One lazy Sunday afternoon, the
famous escape artist Harry Houdini swerves his car into a
telephone pole outside their house. And almost magically, the line
between fantasy and historical fact, between real and imaginary
characters, disappears. Henry Ford, Emma Goldman, J. P. Morgan,
Evelyn Nesbit, Sigmund Freud, and Emiliano Zapata slip in and out
of the tale, crossing paths with Doctorow's imagined family and
other fictional characters, including an immigrant peddler and a
ragtime musician from Harlem whose insistence on a point of
justice drives him to revolutionary violence.
Classic Fiction, 326 pages
The Sound and the Fury is the tragedy of the Compson family,
featuring some of the most memorable characters in literature:
beautiful, rebellious Caddy; the manchild Benjy; haunted, neurotic
Quentin; Jason, the brutal cynic; and Dilsey, their black servant.
Their lives fragmented and harrowed by history and legacy, the
character’s voices and actions mesh to create what is arguably
Faulkner’s masterpiece and one of the greatest novels of the
twentieth century.
Classic Fiction, 464 pages
Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression
chronicles the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story
of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads—driven from their
homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of
California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against
the hard realities of an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots
evolves a drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its scale
and moral vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately
stirring in its human dignity. A portrait of the conflict between the
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powerful and the powerless, of one man’s fierce reaction to
injustice, and of one woman’s stoical strength, the novel captures
the horrors of the Great Depression and probes into the very
nature of equality and justice in America.
Classic Fiction, 112 pages
Lenny and George are laborers in California's dusty vegetable
fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of
land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a
ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to
be within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from
the provocations of a flirtatious woman, nor predict the
consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things
George taught him.
Classic Fiction, 215 pages
Slaughterhouse-Five is one of the world's great anti-war books.
Centering on the infamous fire-bombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's
odyssey through time reflects the mythic journey of our own
fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we are afraid to
know.
Non Fiction, 416 pages
At the height of World War II, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, was home to
75,000 residents, and consumed more electricity than New York
City, yet it was shrouded in such secrecy that it did not appear on
any map. Thousands of civilians, many of them young women from
small towns across the U.S., were recruited to this secret city,
enticed by the promise of solid wages and war-ending work. What
were they actually doing there? Very few knew. The purpose of
this mysterious government project was kept a secret from the
outside world and from the majority of the residents themselves.
Some wondered why, despite the constant work and round-theclock activity in this makeshift town, did no tangible product of any
kind ever seem to leave its guarded gates? The women who kept
this town running would find out at the end of the war, when Oak
Ridge’s secret was revealed and changed the world forever.
Fiction, 160 pages
On a sunny day in Berkeley, California, in 1942, a woman sees a
sign in a post office window, returns to her home, and matter-offactly begins to pack her family's possessions. Like thousands of
other Japanese Americans they have been reclassified, virtually
overnight, as enemy aliens and are about to be uprooted from
their home and sent to a dusty internment camp in the Utah
desert.
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Period 8: 1945-1980
Modern Classic Fiction, 293
In its time Jack Kerouac's masterpiece was the bible of the Beat
Generation, the essential prose accompaniment to Allen
Ginsberg's Howl. While it stunned the public and literary
establishment when it was published in 1957, it is now recognized
as an American classic. With On the Road, Kerouac discovered his
voice and his true subject—the search for a place as an outsider in
America. On the Road swings to the rhythms of fifties
underground America, jazz, sex, generosity, chill dawns, and drugs,
with Sal Paradise and his hero Dean Moriarty, traveler and mystic,
the living epitome of Beat.
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Non Fiction, 432 pages
Written without a trace of sentimentality or apology, this is an
unforgettable personal story—the truth as a remarkable young
woman named Anne Moody lived it. To read her book is to know
what it is to have grown up black in Mississippi in the forties an
fifties—and to have survived with pride and courage intact.
Modern Classic Fiction, 384 pages
The novel is renowned for its warmth and humor, despite dealing
with the serious issues of rape and racial inequality. The narrator's
father, Atticus Finch, has served as a moral hero for many readers
and as a model of integrity for lawyers. One critic explains the
novel's impact by writing, "In the twentieth century, To Kill a
Mockingbird is probably the most widely read book dealing with
race in America, and its protagonist, Atticus Finch, the most
enduring fictional image of racial heroism."
Non Fiction, 344 pages
While conventional accounts focus on the sixties as the era of
pivotal change that swept the nation, Fred Kaplan argues that it
was 1959 that ushered in the wave of tremendous cultural,
political, and scientific shifts that would play out in the decades
that followed. Pop culture exploded in upheaval with the rise of
artists like Jasper Johns, Norman Mailer, Allen Ginsberg, and Miles
Davis. Court rulings unshackled previously banned books. Political
power broadened with the onset of Civil Rights laws and protests.
The sexual and feminist revolutions took their first steps with the
birth control pill. America entered the war in Vietnam, and a new
style in superpower diplomacy took hold. The invention of the
microchip and the Space Race put a new twist on the frontier
myth.
Non Fiction, 166 pages
Why We Can't Wait is a book by Martin Luther King, Jr. about the
nonviolent movement against racial segregation in the United
States, and specifically the 1963 Birmingham campaign. The book
describes 1963 as a landmark year in the Civil Rights Movement,
and as the beginning of America's "Negro Revolution". (Wikipedia)
Non Fiction, 295 pages
Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned"
woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for
her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and
son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and
heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A
Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother.
Fiction, 544 pages
Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who's always
taken orders quietly, but lately she's unable to hold her bitterness
back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue but now must
somehow keep secrets about her employer that leave her
speechless. White socialite Skeeter just graduated college. She's
full of ambition, but without a husband, she's considered a failure.
Together, these seemingly different women join together to write
a tell-all book about work as a black maid in the South, that could
forever alter their destinies and the life of a small town...
Non Fiction, 400 pages
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring was first published in three serialized
excerpts in the New Yorker in June of 1962. The book appeared in
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September of that year and the outcry that followed its publication
forced the banning of DDT and spurred revolutionary changes in
the laws affecting our air, land, and water. Carson’s passionate
concern for the future of our planet reverberated powerfully
throughout the world, and her eloquent book was instrumental in
launching the environmental movement. It is without question one
of the landmark books of the twentieth century.
Non Fiction, 592 pages (This is a VERY long read)
Published in 1963, it gave a pitch-perfect description of “the
problem that has no name”: the insidious beliefs and institutions
that undermined women’s confidence in their intellectual
capabilities and kept them in the home. Writing in a time when the
average woman first married in her teens and 60 percent of
women students dropped out of college to marry, Betty Friedan
captured the frustrations and thwarted ambitions of a generation
and showed women how they could reclaim their lives.
Non Fiction, 185 pages
During the thirteen days in October 1962 when the United States
confronted the Soviet Union over its installation of missiles in
Cuba, few people shared the behind-the-scenes story as it is told
here by the late Senator Robert F. Kennedy. In this unique account,
he describes each of the participants during the sometimes hourto-hour negotiations, with particular attention to the actions and
views of his brother, President John F. Kennedy. In a new
foreword, the distinguished historian and Kennedy adviser Arthur
Schlesinger, Jr., discusses the book's enduring importance and the
significance of new information about the crisis that has come to
light, especially from the Soviet Union.
Non Fiction, 298 pages
Ralph Nader's classic book that tanked the Corviar. Published in
1965 Unsafe at any speed is the full story of how and why cars kill,
and why the automobile manufacturers have failed to make cars
safe, even though the knowledge of technical skill to do so have
been in their hands for years.
Non Fiction, 460 pages
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally
published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and
anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life and the
growth of the Black Muslim movement to veteran writer and
journalist Alex Haley. In a unique collaboration, Haley worked with
Malcolm X for nearly two years, interviewing, listening to, and
understanding the most controversial leader of his time.
Non Fiction, 320 pages
As America's Mercury Seven astronauts were launched on deathdefying missions, television cameras focused on the brave smiles
of their young wives. Overnight, these women were transformed
from military spouses into American royalty. They had tea with
Jackie Kennedy, appeared on the cover of Life magazine, and
quickly grew into fashion icons.
As their celebrity rose-and as divorce and tragedy began to touch
their lives-the wives continued to rally together, forming bonds
that would withstand the test of time, and they have stayed
friends for over half a century. THE ASTRONAUT WIVES CLUB tells
the story of the women who stood beside some of the biggest
heroes in American history.
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Fiction, 304 pages
In 1968 Chicago, it’s not easy for thirteen-year-old Sam to be the
son of known civil rights activist Roland Childs. Especially when his
older brother, Stick, starts keeping to himself. Then, one day, Sam
finds something under Stick’s bed that changes everything:
literature about the Black Panthers. Suddenly, nothing feels certain
anymore. And when Dr. King is shot and killed, Sam’s father’s
words are no longer enough to make him believe in change….This
moving, coming-of-age story gracefully encompasses the scope of
the struggle between the civil rights and black power movements
through an intimate and relatable lens.
Fiction, 246 pages
The Things They Carried is a novel by Tim O'Brien, about a platoon
of American soldiers in the Vietnam War. His third book about the
war, it is based upon his experiences as a soldier in the 23rd
Infantry Division, 3rd Platoon.
Non Fiction, 480 pages
To some, 1968 was the year of sex, drugs, and rock and roll. Yet it
was also the year of the Martin Luther King, Jr., and Bobby
Kennedy assassinations; the riots at the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago; Prague Spring; the antiwar movement and
the Tet Offensive; Black Power; the generation gap; avant-garde
theater; the upsurge of the women’s movement; and the
beginning of the end for the Soviet Union.
Non Fiction, 352 pages
In 1969, a series of riots over police action against The Stonewall
Inn, a gay bar in New York City's Greenwich Village, changed the
longtime landscape of the homosexual in society literally
overnight. Since then the event itself has become the stuff of
legend, with relatively little hard information available on the riots
themselves. Now, based on hundreds of interviews, an exhaustive
search of public and previously sealed files, and over a decade of
intensive research into the history and the topic, Stonewall: The
Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution brings this singular event to
vivid life in this, the definitive story of one of history's most
singular events.
Non Fiction, 368 pages
This is the book that changed America. Published just months
before President Nixon’s resignation, All the President’s Men
revealed the full scope of the scandal and introduced for the first
time the mysterious “Deep Throat.” Beginning with the story of a
simple burglary at Democratic headquarters and then continuing
through headline after headline, Bernstein and Woodward deliver
a riveting firsthand account of their reporting. Their explosive
reports won a Pulitzer Prize for The Washington Post, toppled the
president, and have since inspired generations of reporters.
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Period 9: 1980-Present
Fiction, 288 pages
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift
with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In
1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco,
begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in
shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy
Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to
raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for
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Reagan at
Reykjavik

Ken Adelman

something already lost. Or to prolong what was already
unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue.
Non Fiction, 384 pages
The dramatic, first-hand account of the historic 1986 ReaganGorbachev summit in Iceland—the definitive weekend that was
the key turning point in the Cold War—by President Reagan’s arms
control director, Ken Adelman.
In October 1986, Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev met for a
forty-eight-hour summit in Reykjavik, Iceland. Planned as a short,
inconsequential gathering to outline future talks, the meeting
quickly turned to major international issues, including the strategic
defense initiative and the possibility of eliminating all nuclear
weapons—negotiations that laid the groundwork for the most
sweeping arms accord in history the following year.
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