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British Actions & Colonist Reactions 
British Action Colonist Reactions (What did they do about it?) 

Proclamation of 1763 
Closed the region west of the Appalachian 
Mountains to settlement by the colonists 

Colonists continued to move west into the 
forbidden territory- further undermining the 
British authority 

Sugar Act of 1764 
Marked the start of new British policies to raise 
money.  Although it reduced the tax on foreign 
molasses, it was strictly enforced 

Colonists responded with written protests, 
occasional boycotts and cries of “No Taxation 
without Representation”   

Stamp Act of 1765 
The first direct taxation of colonists, the Stamp 
Act taxed legal and commercial documents and 
printed matter, such as newspapers 
 
 

Stamp Act Congress 
Violent protests  
Boycott 
The Stamp Act Congress met and a boycott of 
British goods began.   
Sons of Liberty 
Enforced the boycott of British goods  

Quartering Act of 1765 
Following the French and Indian War, England 
maintained a standing army in the colonies.  
The Quartering Act required colonial 
assemblies to house and feed the British 
Soldiers.   

Most colonial legislatures refused to pay for 
supplies as required by the Quartering Act 

Declaratory Act 1766 
England repealed the Stamp Act in the face of 
colonial protest.  To reassert its authority over 
the colonies it passed the Declaratory Act- a 
statement of England’s right to rule the colonies 
in any way it seems fit.   

 Colonists were pleased with the repeal of the 
Stamp Act, but continued to protest other 
British imposed laws, such as the quartering act 
 
 
 
 

Townshend Acts 1767 

 Taxes placed on lead, paper, tea, paint, 
and glass that were collected at port.  
Revenues from the Townsend were used 
to support British troops, royal governors 
and judges 

 Created customs commission  

 Suspended NY assembly for not 
complying with the quartering act  

Boston Massacre 
“Letters from a Farmer in Pennslyvania” a 
widely spread series of letters protesting the act, 
were published in nine newspapers in the 
colonies.  Colonists resumed boycotting British 
goods, cutting trade in half 
 
 
 

Tea Act 1773 
Created to save the ailing East India Company.  
It allowed the company to sell its surplus tea in 
the American colonies.  The act retained the 
import tax on tea  
 
 
 

 Boston Tea Party 
A group of Boston Patriots destroyed a 
shipment of tea in a protest known as the 
Boston Tea Party 
 
 
 



 

Intolerable Acts (Coercive Acts) 1774 
Punitive Acts aimed at Massachusetts 
Closed Boston Harbor until paid for damaged 
tea 
Eliminated self-government in Boston  

First Continental Congress 
Delegates from 12 colonies met at the 1st 
continental congress.  Created the Continental 
Association to boycott British goods.   
Sent a petition to the King, outlining what they 
considered the rights of the colonists and their 
assemblies   
 

 


