
Part III 
 

DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION 
 

This question is based on the accompanying documents (1-6). This question is designed to test your ability 
to work with historical documents. Some of these documents have been edited for the purposes of this 
question. As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of each document and any 
point of view that may be presented in the document. 
 

 

 

 

 

Historical Context:  

The French Revolution was one of the greatest turning points in European History. The ideas of 

the Enlightenment, imbalances in taxation and property in France and the lack of political power in the 

French government all contributed to an era of great change that started in France and extended to the 

rest of the Continent. 

  

 

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, answer the 

questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions will help you 

write the Part B essay, in which you will be asked to answer: 

 

 
• Select two causes for the French Revolution and for each: 

o Explain how the situation created conditions for a revolution. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
NOTE: The rubric (scoring criteria) for this essay appears on the next page. 

 



 
 

Document Based Question Scoring Rubric 
 
Score of a 5: 

• Shows a thorough understanding of the theme or problem 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth 
• Is more analytical than descriptive 
• Incorporates relevant information from a majority of the documents 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information 
• Richly supports essay with relevant facts, examples and details 
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a 

restatement of the theme 
 
Score of a 4: 

• Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly 
• Is both descriptive and analytical 
• Incorporates relevant information from a majority of the documents 
• Incorporates relevant outside information 
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples and details 
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a 

restatement of the theme 
 
Score of a 3: 

• Develops all aspects of the task but with little depth or develops most aspects of the task in some depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical 
• Incorporates some relevant information from some of the documents 
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information 
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies 
• Demonstrates a satisfactory and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a 

restatement of the theme 
 
Score of a 2: 

• Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops some aspects of the task in some depth 
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak or isolated application or analysis 
• Incorporates little relevant information from the documents or consists of primarily relevant information copied 

from the documents 
• Presents limited relevant outside information 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify 

which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/ or conclusion 
 

Score of a 1: 
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task 
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application or analysis 
• Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or consists primarily of relevant and irrelevant information 

copied from the documents 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies  
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify 

which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack introduction and/ or a conclusion 
 

Score of a 0: 
• Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples 

or details; OR includes only the historical context and/ or task as copied from the test booklet; OR includes only 
entire documents copied from the test booklet OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper 



Part A 
Short Answer Questions 
 
Directions:  Analyze the documents and answer the short- answer questions that follow each document in the 

space provided.  
 

 
 
Document 1a 

These ideas were expressed by King Louis XIV of France in 1660. 
 

The head alone has the right to deliberate and decide, and the functions of all the other 
members consist only in carrying out the commands given to them… The more you grant… [to 
the assembled people], the more it claims… The interest of the state must come first. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document 1b 

The following is from another Frenchman, the Baron de Montesquieu, as presented in his book The 
Spirit of Laws from 1748. 

 
Although the forms of state- monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy- were united in English 
government, the powers of government were separated from one another. There can be no 
liberty where the executive, legislative and judicial powers are united in one person or body of 
persons, because such concentration is bound to result in arbitrary despotism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1a. What issue do the two sides disagree about, according to the documents above? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

1b. Which speaker is expressing ideas from the Enlightenment? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Score 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 2 

This excerpt is from John Locke’s Two Treatises on Government, written in 1690. 
 

Men being… by nature all free, equal, an independent, no one can be… subjected to the political 
power of another without his own consent… To protect natural rights governments are 
established…. Since men hope to preserve their property by establishing a government, they will 
not want that government to destroy their objectives. When legislators try to destroy or take away 
the property of people, or try to reduce them to slavery, they put themselves in to state of war 
with the people who can then refuse to obey the laws.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. According to the author, when are citizens justified in breaking the law? [1]  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Score 
 
 
Document 3 

Three Estates in Pre- Revolutionary France 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Which social classes were tax-exempt? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Explain which estate would be the most disappointed by the information presented above. [1]   

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Score 



 

Document 4 

This excerpt is adapted from Travels in France by Arthur Young, who traveled through France from 
1781 to 1789. (adapted from J. Weston Walch) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the South of France there is a taille [tax on land and produce]. There is an injustice in levying 
the amount each person must pay. Lands held by the nobility are taxed very little. Lands held by 
the commoners are taxed heavily… 
September 5, 1788: The poor people seem very poor indeed. The children are terribly ragged. 
June 10, 1789: The lack of bread is terrible. Stories arrive every moment from the provinces of 
riots… The price of bread has risen above people’s ability to pay. This causes great misery.  
July 1789:… I was joined by a poor woman who complained of the hard times. “The tailles and 
feudal dues [rents owed to a lord] are crushing us,” she said. 

 
4. List two problems faced by peasants in France prior to the Revolution. [2] 

1. __________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________ 

                 Score 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Document 5 

This is a selection from the cahier de doleances [list of complaints] of The Third Estate of Dourdon 
outlining the changes they wished to have the Estates General address when it met at 
Versailles. 

 
It wishes: 
 
1. That his subjects of the third estate, equal by such status to all other citizens, present 

themselves before the common father without other distinction which might degrade 
them.  

2. That all the orders, already united by duty and a common desire to contribute equally to the 
needs of the State, also deliberate in common concerning its needs.  

3. That no citizen lose his liberty except according to law; that, consequently, no one be arrested 
by virtue of special orders, or, if imperative circumstances necessitate such orders, that the 
prisoner be handed over to the regular courts of justice within forty-eight hours at the 
latest.  

4. That no letters or writings intercepted in the post [mails] be the cause of the detention of any 
citizen, or be produced in court against him, except in case of conspiracy or undertaking 
against the State.  

5. That the property of all citizens be inviolable, and that no one be required to make sacrifice 
thereof for the public welfare, except upon assurance of indemnification based upon the 
statement of freely selected appraisers. . . .  

15. That every personal tax be abolished; that thus the capitation [per person tax] and the taille 
[land tax] and its accessories be merged with the vingtiemes [income tax] in a tax on land 
and real or nominal property.  

16. That such tax be borne equally, without distinction, by all classes of citizens and by all kinds 
of property, even feudal and contingent rights.  

17. That the tax substituted for the corvee [labor] be borne by all classes of citizens equally and 
without distinction. That said tax, at present beyond the capacity of those who pay it and 
the needs to which it is destined, be reduced by at least one-half. . . .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Identify two specific changes the Third Estate of Dourdon wish to make. [2] 

1. __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Score 
 
 
 
 



 
Document 6 

The Tennis Court Oath was a pledge signed by 576 members out of 577 of France's Third Estate and a 
few members of the First Estate during a meeting of the Estates General on June 20, 1789 in a 
handball court near the Palace of Versailles. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Assembly quickly decrees the following: 
 
The National Assembly, considering that it has been called to establish the constitution of the 
realm, to bring about the regeneration of public order, and to maintain the true principles of 
monarchy; nothing may prevent it from continuing its deliberations in any place it is forced to 
establish itself; and, finally, the National Assembly exists wherever its members are gathered. 
Decrees that all members of this assembly immediately take an oath never to separate, and to 
reassemble wherever circumstances require, until the constitution of the realm is established and 
fixed upon solid foundations; and that said oath having been sworn, all members and each one 
individually confirm this unwavering resolution with his signature. 
 
[To be sworn by each member separately…] 
 
We swear never to separate ourselves from the National Assembly, and to reassemble wherever 
circumstances require, until the constitution of the realm is drawn up and fixed upon solid 
foundations. 

6. What do the members of this group promise to complete for France when taking this oath? [1] 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________  

   
   
  Score 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part B 
 
Essay 

 
Directions: 

 • Write a well- organized essay that includes an introduction several paragraphs and a conclusion. 

 • Use evidence from at least 4 documents to support your response. 

• Include additional related information. 

 

Historical Context:  

The French Revolution was one of the greatest turning points in European History. The ideas of 

the Enlightenment, imbalances in taxation and property in France and the lack of political power in the 

French government all contributed to an era of great change that started in France and extended to the 

rest of the Continent. 

  

 

 

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, answer the 

questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions will help you 

write the Part B essay, in which you will be asked to answer: 

 • Select two causes for the French Revolution and for each: 

o Explain how the situation created conditions for a revolution.  

 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines for Writing 

- Always include a thesis and concluding statement 
- Answer the question or support the thesis 
- Use facts to support statements 
- Be as specific as possible 
- Use good grammar and spelling 
- Avoid using personal pronouns 
- Always proofread and revise your work 
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