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Enlightenment Thinkers Speak Out 

“Sovereignty may be vested in a person or an assembly, but it must be indivisible, not a division of powers between King 

and Parliament, church and state.”  - Thomas Hobbes  

What type of government do you believe he supports and do you agree? 

 

"It is true governments cannot be supported without great charge, and it is fit every one who enjoys his share of the 

protection should pay out of his estate his proportion for the maintenance of it. But still it must be with his own 

consent- i.e., the consent of the majority, giving it either by themselves or their representatives chosen by them;” - 

John Locke  

What power of government is Locke describing? 

 

 

"I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.” - Voltaire  

What right is Voltaire supporting? 

 

 

"In republican governments, men are all equal; equal they are also in despotic governments: in the former, because they 

are everything; in the latter, because they are nothing."  

 - Montesquieu, The Spirit of Laws 

What is the benefit of a republic over monarchy? 

 

 

 
“The strongest is never strong enough to be always the master, unless he transforms strength into right, and obedience 

into duty.”  - Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract 

Is he in favor of the power of the monarch or the common people? 

 

 

 

“The divine right of husbands, like the divine right of kings, may, it is hoped, in this enlightened age, be contested without 

danger.” 

“Women ought to have representatives, instead of being arbitrarily governed without any direct share allowed them in the 

deliberations of government.” - Mary Wollstonecraft 

What rights are Mary Wollstonecraft advocating and how do you think they differ from the other 

philosophes? 

 

 
“The arbitrary rule of a just and enlightened prince is always bad. His virtues are the most dangerous and the surest form 

of seduction: they lull a people imperceptibly into the habit of loving, respecting, and serving his successor, 

whoever that successor may be, no matter how wicked or stupid.”   

- Denis Diderot 

What problems does Diderot claim exist under a monarchy? 


