
Arriving at Ellis Island
!ƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ



Hallå, I am ValterBjork
ÅEbba and Linnea are my daughters.

ÅWe are from Sweden.



Ellis Island-
Entry to America

I was one of the twelve million 
people who entered the United 
States through Ellis Island during the 
62 years it was open.  I had hoped 
that America would become the 
home my wife and I had dreamed 
about in Sweden.  Unfortunately, our 
time in Ellis Island turned out to be a 
nightmare and now I am left alone to 
raise our children, including our new 
little baby girl.

Who knew that our journey to find a 
better life would include such 
sorrow?



Document 1

Registry Room



Registry Room

ÅUp to 5,000 immigrants per day waited 
in this room to begin their inspection 
process.

ÅThis document was created with the 
intention of illustrating the enormity of 
ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 9ƭƭƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇŜŀƪΦ  
The fact that such a great hall was 
needed to organize immigrants 
illustrates the scope of the migration to 
the United States.



Document 2



Barbara Barondess

ÅThis excerpt is from the perspective of an immigrant who was feeling 
disoriented in a new land.  She illustrates the fear that many 
immigrants felt at the prospect of going through the inspection 
process at Ellis Island.



Document 3

Medical Inspection



Medical Inspection

ÅThis document illustrates the bigger picture of the laws that were in 
existence regulating immigration to the United States during the early 
мфллΩǎΦ  LŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
deported back to their native country.



Document 4

Board of Special Inquiry



Board of Special Inquiry
ÅThe creation of the Board of 

Special Inquiry was 
influenced by the desire of 
Americans to ensure that 
new immigrants would not 
ōŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ άǳƴ-
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴέ ƛŘŜŀƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
communism, socialism, or 
anarchy.  Immigrants were 
expected to make a case as 
to why they should be 
allowed into the nation.


