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Women’s Rights
I highly recommend you check out this to get an overview of the Women’s Rights 

movement.  It includes prompts and practice documents to assist you in your review. 

http://nebula.wsimg.com/1a72816e67e98deb5cd9026df75c8b07?AccessKeyId=E9AACE2A0AB5B10EA5F6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1




What rights were denied?
Suffrage was just part of it

● Coverture- legal doctrine “that treated a married woman’s possessions, wages, 

body and children as property of her husband, available for him to use as he 

pleased.”

○ Allowed wife-beating, marital rape

● Women also were denied educational and economic opportunities, rights of 

divorce and child custody

○ Think about the irony of Republican Motherhood and the ideas associated with the  Cult of 

Domesticity 



Major Events/People/Concepts
● Abigail Adams- Remember the ladies- 1776

● Republican Motherhood

● Cult of Domesticity

● Seneca Falls Convention

○ Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Declaration of Sentiments, suffrage AND overall rights for women!

● Susan B. Anthony- originally a temperance reformer, joined with others for abolition

○ With Stanton- National Woman's Suffrage Association---split over the 15th Amendment allowing African Americans the 

right to vote

● National American Women Suffrage Association (NAWSA)- Carrie Chapman Catt
○ Focused on a state by state method to get women’s suffrage

● National Women’s Party- Alice Paul and Lucy Burns (Watch Iron Jawed Angels) 
○ Focused on a constitutional amendment, Protested in front of the White House

● World War I- increased dependence on women in the workforce
● 1920- 19th Amendment
● 1920’s- conflict between traditional women’s roles and flappers
● World War II- Rosie the Riveter, WACS, WAVES, etc
● 1950’s- Housewives
● Feminine Mystique- Betty Friedan 
● Women’s Rights Movement of the 1960’s- National Organization of Women, Civil Rights Act of 1964
● Roe v. Wade- 1972; Equal Employment Opportunity Act, Title IX of Educational Amendments Act
● Movement to pass the Equal Rights Amendment- Watch Mrs. America-----Gloria Steinem vs. Phyllis Schlafly
● First major party VP nominee- Geraldine Ferraro 1984, First major party Presidential nominee- Hillary Clinton 2016



Abolition and Civil Rights 
I highly recommend you check out this to get an overview of African American History.  It 

includes prompts, detailed timelines and practice documents to assist you in your review. 

http://nebula.wsimg.com/a27d10a5664475fb16989383668fd5aa?AccessKeyId=E9AACE2A0AB5B10EA5F6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1




Background Information
● Slaves first brought to American colonies in 1619- remember all colonies had slaves, southern colonies were dependent on slave 

labor (indentured servants and headright system weren’t enough)

● Slave Codes- allowed masters to punish slaves without retribution (good timeline to check out with history of slavery)

● Declaration of Independence- All men are created equal?

● Articles of Confederation- Northwest Ordinance prohibits slavery in the Northwest (Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Wisconsin)

● Constitution- 3/5th Compromise

● 1808- Slave trade is banned

● American Colonization Society (1816)- Liberia

● Missouri Compromise (1820)

● William Lloyd Garrison- The Liberator, American Anti-slavery Society (1830)

● Nat Turner’s Revolt (1831)- led to new slave codes prohibiting reading and writing;  Amistad Revolt (1839)

● Frederick Douglass- The North Star, autobiography

● Compromise of 1850- including the Fugitive Slave Law

● Sojourner Truth- Ain't I a Woman speech (1851)

● Harriet Tubman begins traveling to the south to bring family members out of slavery (1851)

● Uncle Tom’s Cabin- Harriet Beecher Stowe (1852)

● Kansas Nebraska Act (1854)- led to Bleeding Kansas and the Brooks/Sumner Incident

● Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857)- ruled that slaves were property, blacks weren’t citizens and the Missouri Compromise was 

unconstitutional

● Election of 1860- Lincoln wins, south secedes, Civil War starts 1861

Brief description of what life was like as a slave

https://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/jimcrow/timeline/slavery.htm
https://www.ushistory.org/us/27b.asp


From Emancipation to Reconstruction  
Civil War: 1861-1865

● Emancipation Proclamation (issued in 1862, went into effect January 1, 1863)- Executive Order by Lincoln as a war measure

○ “Freed” slaves in areas of rebellion, slavery was maintained in border states, African Americans could enlist in the military

Reconstruction: 1865-1877

● Lincoln- leniency for south, 10% plan and 13th Amendment, Freedmen’s Bureau-----assassinated   

● Andrew Johnson- similar to Lincoln, allowed Black Codes, vetoed Radical Republicans’ legislation, was eventually impeached

● Radical Republicans- harsh treatment of the south

○ Freedmen’s Bureau Act, Civil Rights Acts, Force Act, 14th and 15th Amendments

○ Grant’s election in 1868 and 1872

● 13th Amendment- ended slavery---why needed? Emancipation Proclamation was a war measure, needed something permanent; long 

term issues- use of jail/prison labor

● 14th Amendment- citizenship for former slaves---why needed? Dred Scott case; long-term issues- Jim Crow Laws, application to 

immigrants and today rights for all citizens (ex. Legalization of gay marriage)

● 15th Amendment- suffrage for African American men---why needed? Democracy equals power! Long-term issues- literacy tests, poll 

taxes, grandfather clauses, split in the women’s suffrage movement.  Longer-term- Civil Rights movement in the 1960s- March on 

Selma, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965 and 24th Amendment *Watch the movie Selma about voting in the 1960s

● Rise of the Ku Klux Klan (Force Acts)

● Decline in support for Reconstruction among Northerners 

○ Election of 1876- Compromise of 1877---Reconstruction ended- troops pulled out of the South

● Impacts-

○ Jim Crow Laws- 1877-1964 (although segregation still persisted after 1964)

■ Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)- ruled segregation was constitutional, separate but equal statute 

■ Not overturned until Brown v. Board of Education (1954) for education and the Civil Rights Act of 1964



1900 to 1968
● Early 1900’s

○ Leaders

■ Booker T. Washington- Atlanta Compromise (1895)- Tuskegee Institute 

■ WEB Du Bois- Niagara Movement (1905), co-founder of NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People (1909)

■ Ida B. Wells- journalist, wrote about Lynching, women’s rights advocate

■ Marcus Garvey- Universal Negro Improvement Association, Black Star Lines (1916-1927 in US)

○ Rise of the KKK in the 1920 with the growth of nativism, increase of lynchings and race riots

● World War I and World War II- blacks served in segregated units often doing menial tasks, example of exemplary service- Tuskegee 

Airmen in WWII

○ A. Philip Randolph- WWII- worked to end segregation in government, result executive order by FDR to desegregate defense 

department 

○ Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) founded in 1942, sit-ins

○ Truman desegregated the military following World War II with an executive order

● 1950’s

○ NAACP legally challenged segregation- Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas made segregation in schools 

unconstitutional. “Separate is inherently unequal” reversing Plessy v. Ferguson.  Took years for states to comply, still an issue 

today

○ Martin Luther King Jr.- Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955), Letters from 

Birmingham Jail (1963), March on Washington (1963), March on Selma (1965), Poor People’s Campaign (1968)

● 1960’s- Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965, 24th Amendment, Affirmative Action, Black Power Movement





Suffrage and Growth of Democracy
Suffrage

● Originally only white men with property could vote- 1920’s-1830’s- removed property requirement

● Seneca Falls Convention (1848)- women advocated for suffrage (among many other things)

● 15th Amendment (1870)- suffrage extended to all men regardless of race

○ Poll Tax, Grandfather Clause, Literacy Tests

● 19th Amendment (1920)- suffrage extended to women (African American women still had difficulty voting)

● 24th Amendment (1965) ended literacy tests and gave protections to minority voting rights, Voting Rights Act 

of 1965 ended the poll tax

● 26th Amendment- lowered the voting age to 18 as a result of the Vietnam War

Growth of Democracy

● Increased participation of people from middle classes following the Revolutionary War

● Constitution- only part of government directly elected by the people was the House of Representatives- 

Senate- state legislatures, President- Electoral College, Supreme Court- appointed by president

● Republican Motherhood- encouraging women to teach their sons to function in our republic

● Jacksonian Democracy- increased suffrage, valued participation from the people (inauguration, manifest 

destiny), common man (against Bank of the United States)

● 15th Amendment resulted in African Americans being elected at the local, state, and national levels

● Civil Service Reform- end of patronage (Spoils System)- Pendleton Act (1883)

● Populist/People’s Party- advocated for increased democracy

● Progressive Era

○ State reforms- Initiative, referendum, recall, direct primary, secret ballot

○ 17th Amendment- direct election of senators 



Temperance and Prohibition
A good resource to check out on American Culture.  It includes many different reform 

movements as well as cultural development of the nation. 

Key people/organizations/events:

● Second Great Awakening- perfectionism movement- Temperance Movement begins

● Women’s Christian Temperance Union (1870’s)- radical member Carrie Nation 

● Anti-Saloon League (1880’s)

● 18th Amendment and Volstead Act (1919)

● 21st Amendment and repeal (1933)

Why was this reform popular?

● Seen as eroding the moral character of Americans,

particularly men

● Favored by nativists who saw immigrants as negative

            Influences

Why didn’t it work?

● Difficult to legislate morality

● Bootlegging, speakeasies, rum runners, moonshine,

organized crime

http://nebula.wsimg.com/91a8217ae23beebc26add3e35c310200?AccessKeyId=E9AACE2A0AB5B10EA5F6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1



